By Belinda Thurston

Staff writer

ASFINTWALL Classmates
from 1917 through 1961 danced wath
Father Time at the Aspmwall
Grand Fevmon last weekend.

A dmner-dance Fnday lacked off
three days of festwvities that have
atracted more than 1,100 grad-
uvates of the former Aspinwall High
mchool. Saturday, the school and
one of the oldest iving sraduates, I
Hamett Loersch Kircher, were
honored 1n the centenmial parade.
Kircher graduated 1 1919

A prenie Sunday at Souaw Valley
Farle in O'Hara concluded the
weekend celebration.

For many, the chance to meet
with peers from the defunct schodl
was a oncean-a-ifetime  expen-
ENCE.

“I saw a girl Thadn't seen 1n 31
vears, sad Carolyn “Coolae”™ Qu-
ince, clags of 1960, They recosnized
each other immediately.

For Chet Klingenamith, class of
44 the reunton was nostagic and
romantic. & highlight, he sad, was
havimng women  confess  thew
crushes on hon 1in thewr school days

EBecaze Aspmwall High School
offered classes for gerades 7
through 12, many say this reunion
was remumscent of the close-lout
atmosphere of the school IMMost
classes have had reunions, but the

Grand Feumon topped all others
orades

with all
resented.

Tohn Morcom, class of 51. came
from Fhiladelphia. “Feople vou
didn’t talle to 1n high schoel, now
vou see them and get to know them
better. It's great They're great
people

some felt saddened knowing they
represent a school that no longer
E!Hl‘it*?

“I teel very bad (the school 13
gone). 1 lve on Virmma Avenue.
The old school was down the street.
Fow there are condos. I think it’s a
tragedy.” sad Quince.

“Every time I pass where the
school used to be it makes me feel

sad,” said Euth Bell, class of "38.
Others look at the situation dif-

ferently.

“Even though the school i1sn’t
here there’'s a lot of camaraderne
The school lives on in the commu-
nity,” said June Kircher Boyd,

and vears rep-

class of "45 and daughter of

Kircher.

The knship stretches to former
faculty as well. One teacher, in par-
tin::ular, was 11 high demand.

"They are standing in line like
lids waiting to see Santa Claus,”
satd Boyd
Fat Kiley Chlebus, now living 1n
Ofdando, Fla., taught Enghsh for 37
vears, mostly at Aspmwall  She
taught 1n Fox Chapel Area School
Distict when the merger occured
in 1961, and retired 1n 1966,
Chlebus says she recaved 52
birthday cards from former stu-
dents this vear “I conader them
my fnends,” she said
For Mary Ann Lvons Diclanson,
class of "58, Fnday's event was her
first revnion. =he came home from
can Clemente, Calif, and found a
famiy reumon as well: Her sister,
brother and mother went to Aspin-
wall
Ev 11 pm. at the dinner-dance
Frday, the band and most people
were shll roclang.  Klingensmith
was looling for someone.

“T'm loolang for a gal that taught
me how to dance. She told me to
save her a dance tonight,” he sad




